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765 June 7, 1907 

GUATEMALA. 



Report from Puerto Barrios — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever at 

Gualan. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wailes reports as follows: Week ended 
May 22, 1907. Present officially estimated population, 250; general 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during 
the week, good. Three cases j'ellow fever have occurred at Gualan, 
88 miles from port. One death. 

Bill of health issued to the following-named vessel : 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 


Number 

of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


May 22 




















History of yellow fever cases at Gualan — Quarantine declared at Puerto 
Barrios against interior — Passenger traffic suspended. 

I have, since last report, made another visit of inspection to Zacapa, 
Gualan, and other points on railroad, induced by continued bad con- 
dition and rumors of fever. The yellow-fever patient reported by 
cable is convalescent and will leave his room to-day. The hospital, 
which has been occupied only since December, was built in accordance 
with recent sanitary advancement. The patient was promptly isolated 
and protected, and no other case has occured. The hospital has, at 
the present time, only 12 or 14 patients, a large diminution since my 
last visit, indicating a decided improvement in general sanitary condi- 
tions. As to the town of Zacapa my investigations were entirely 
negative. It is currently reported that there is an unusual number 
of cases of sickness and deaths. 

At Gualan I found that there had occurred, 2 days before my visit, 
a death which, from information obtained, leaves no doubt of its 
having been due to a fulminant case of yellow fever, attacked, attended 
with the characteristic features of such cases, and terminating with 
black vomit on the third day. A case occurred in a person of the 
better class, a native of Guatemala, who lived through the epidemics of 
1905 and 1906 in Gualan, and immediately in the center of infection of 
those years, and who is now occupying a house in which 4 cases of 
fever occurred in 1905. The death alluded to also occurred in a house 
in the infected center. This patient has an exceptionally good sani- 
tary history, has always enjoyed good health; indeed, does not know 
of ever having had a malarial attack. Her case was well defined, and 
she was already convalescing. 

The second case, an English woman, who has until recently lived at 
Guatemala City, 5,000 feet altitude; has never before been exposed 
to yellow fever, and as far as she knows has been free from malaria. 
None of the characteristic symptoms so prominent in chronic malaria 
in the tropics are apparent. I saw her first on the afternoon of the 
fifth day of her attack, and gathered the following history : Conditions — 
Attacked at night with chill, severe headache, backache, nausea and 



